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Navy Veteran; wa~ ju~t fini~iling a project; developing Cy~1re~~ Creek City; one t)f 
the first "r,,odern" fv1obile Home communities in South Florida~ He had b~en 
e.i.oloved bv Gene Montoou-.erv as Vice President of his comoanv. Montaomerv 
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The pioject was now finished and Joe took time off to vacation with his family in 
................... """" .. ......., ............... -~ .... ,.., ....................... -......... 
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The Hudgins family~ Joe, Eunice, daughter Kaye and son Bill ~~~ere enjoying the 
i "'""' .,...,.,; ia .... ,,..,. • .,.j..,..,. .,.. &: ......... .,...,..,. \iJjj.,.,..n Cln"""''"" ...,. ... ,; """'"'"""'"""'d~ ...... """"'""• ...,. ... 
._U.I'\.V UIIU IWIUUIILUIII~ U.f.. I UIILUIII:.I W' IIIU.~~ 1'-V~UI L I:.IIIU IU;.tt'~VII~ LU III~~L 1:.111 

acquaintance, Jack Barnes) \.Vho \~:as a Concrete Contractor in Ft Lauderdale and 
\athn \AI!:IIC!: in +ho r~!:lrniin!:IIC!: innit'inn fnr nrnnor+u +n rulrl'h!:IIC!:O i!:ll'it' h!:lri inl'!:lfoori !:II 
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pro pert'/ ana asKaa .Joe to tooK at Jt '-·'~tn n;m. 
The proper!'; was a 125 acre peninsular running into and surrounded by the 
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oeaut!!U! L.atte ~an!eet!an ana !ocatec at 1ne entrance to tne ...:oyce !"';J!mer Nat!ona! 
Forest. 
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.Joe·~ approval at!d intere!St hl participating, they n1ade an offer, which wa!S 
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Joe att.;muted to interest rv,untuomer~ in the uruiect but he was too involv~d in . ..... "' . ., 
Ft. Laudeidaie deveiopnaent. Joe then agieed to put his full th11e into developing 
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picpert;e and named the development THUt.JDERBIRD r-I.OUNTAit,: CLUB. Joe then 
raturnad to Florida to raise davelopmant capitol. 

Joe had earlier joined an o:a tr:end, Art t~ichcis ~n cpGning u Raal Estate cff:ce 
.... i:t' i !:lllriar..t!:lio 4:!:1"\ ho hrollnht' Art' intn 'thO riauaionrnot'tt ni!:ln ~C!: !:II n~rt'nor ha \AI!:IIC!: 
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issued s iU0k interest. Art :ntroducea r.=s rr;end, john \ .. larner, v1ho tnen introduced 
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for a i 5~io interest. 'V'iarner was given a i o:::k interest as a finders fee The 
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The pan!1ers and officers were: Joe Hudgins, Pres,, Deve!oper 
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C~B Case, Director 
John V'ilamer, Director 
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of the entire peninsular with proposed lodge, cottages and other resort facmties 
sho\r.tn just as hG anvis:cnad .. This modal became tha working plan for the tay out 
of Thunderbird tw1ountain Resort. 

i"o nro,11,..,,CJ>i,, h~ri ftvn.arl.on,...ft ta•lf'h i\iinhli.a Unrn.ac.! ~n hft ''IC>If'.ari , .. ,lt'h ~ 
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manufacturer in !:.astern ! enn., "~;ho \vas experimenting "Jl.rith iO ft \.Vide secticnai 
cottaaes \•Jhich ccu!d be assembled on site as tt.•1o section (dcub!e Wide) cott...aaes, 

.... '" .. . ·-- --- .. . . r . \'Y!!n tnG company#s ~ou,uuu cap!!O! ana ~ase"S 
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then hired a local bull dozier operator to prepare sites for the units. 'w•-Jt.en the units 
arrived, aach unit or section "·1as then chained to the bull doziar and bac~ad dolrln 
the mountain, dodging bet.•Jeen the trGes to Its site and placed on concrGtG bicck 
f,.., •nl'f~+i,.....,~ llo,..it'~ u1orft H'lftt"t ~t+~,..hftl'f . .,., ..... ,.,. ...... .,.,. ....... ..,._,.."''""' ... ._... . ._... ... '"'' ....... -....."''"""" 

A main i•r.·-.~o iane'; read \·;~as cut through from the entrance, around the mountain 
and sma!! side parking areas or s!de roads were cut to the bu!!ding site. P!ans 

.. . "" .. . " . . . . . .... . . - " ... . . .. -· . Y!ere estaonsnea to prov1ce a LaKe v:ev1 or L.atte t-rontage to eacn sn:e. ! ne SIX 
cott..ages were so!d a! most as soon as they were set. Tnic ~CT::thilcn~n tn~ nnt~nti::.l . ···- -----··-··-- .... _ ..... -·-··-·-· 

.. • • • Ill • • • • • • ol. • • • . . 
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~'Vith funds available, Joe engaged an architect to design a lodge building with a 
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full timG Gmployee). to Knoxville, rented a larger buU dozier and a uPanjj. They then 
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Thunderbird and then the dozier operator cut dclrvn a smaii hiii and cieared a !arge 
~rc.~ ~I' l'h~ ontr::tnt'o l'n l'no nc.nincui~r tn hnu~c. th~ no\AI inrin~ huiiriit"tn ::tnri rnntoi 
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U!1!ts. 

Joe !ocated a bui!der !n Gatlinburg to bu!!d the Lodge Bui!d!ng. He then used 
, ". . . . . . ........ ~ . ... ... . . .. 

some or tne corro\•Jea money to cuy a usea u-~ \raterp!!!ar ! ractor to use !n 
constructing roads and in placing future cott;:~ge units .. 

Cort>" in Thornpsono "'e,)rgiao This ,;ompany was experimenting with Manufactured 
Homes_ \fJorkirio with th~ cumuanv dEsiuners_ Ju~ dE!sio;;1~d s~ctional unit~ thf!t 
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couid be shipped to the site and then erected as doubiewide units io provide singie 

of housing materials, not like traile1s. The exte1ior waHs were of standard housing 
.. vooden lap siding .. The interiors w· .. ~re of dacorati•Ja wood panels .. Roomy interiors 
"vere 10ft. height .. ,_.w'indovws and doors v,rere of housing quaUtJ~ Fun size kitchens 
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pitched reefs and provided for building iarge deck adcUticns en site after 
placement on concrete foundations ... 

Using a\taiiabiiitt; of the financing capite! and company guarantees, Joe ordered 
nvc.r !:& nu::tri~r nf !:& rnilllnn nnil::trc:t u.rnrin nf the. unltc tn no ri~iiv~rc.n :::1~ ~nnn !:&~ -·-·- ""'!--·-· """ ..... ·······-·· --··-·- ··-···· -· ................... _ -- ..,_ --···-·""- -- ---·· --

" ill • • .. .. • - --- -- ... -1n aao~!!on to tne conage un!ts oraerec, a tota! or 1~ mote! r<oom un!ts 
were ordered . He then returned to Thunderbird to prepare sites for them. 
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! r1e r!r5I QOUD!~W!ae Uf1!! wa5 ae!!verea !O r-1~ Lattaera!!!e as a oemonstrai!Dn 
H)Odf!L A ;ocation had bef!n ieasf!d direct!y in front of Ft Lauderdale's rirst Mali on 
-~-.......LLr---1-.~-.III! .... L-~---- ...-L I ...1 .-I I .....J-1 .-1 -.JLL. I .JL" 
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L ____ L!.t-~!! __ ! __ _! _____ _! "'!'"!...._ 
Ut!dULII UIIV ldiiU:!;oGdUt!U. I lit! " . _ _._: __ a..-"'a.. ... ~... ___ ..,... _____ ... 
dU!!!!! ~ !.JLil!! !.! ~It: ~L•t.lf:!~~ d! !U 

' ~~-=.=-:.--:. L.Clru::;, 



This was Florida's winter season. Eunice put their home on the markst and they 
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It is important to kno\•.t that at this time, the Thunderbird propert-1 vwas located in 
r~r~h~m l'rutntu \Aihi~n h~ri ~ tnt~i nnnul~tinn nf ~nnut oinht hunrirori rocdriontQ !n 
...................... _.....,. ......... :/' .Will 'VI I ................................... "'"'" .... 1 ....... 1....,1 I "I ...,. __ .,.. ... -·~I 'Ill ... I·-·.,.....-- . V'""'I'-'W'VII.._ 

addition to a feY! indian families scattered here and there -· . .. . .. . 
1 ns on!y !OY!n :n tne 

co!.mty was Roobinsvii!e, nine miles from the entrance. In Roooinsvme, there 
.. h II I I " • • \•!as a court= ;ouse, a sman oaf!K, a grocerJ store \·l~tn a gas pump, one e!oer!y sem!-

retired ai:i:orney and one younger atiorney who was a!so a state senator. These two 
I 11 I Ill I ~ • LLL ..L • I -1• t• 'I ~------~....i-- --------•- -L-
fJiti)(~le(~ a!~ teg~J H!!~~rs (H t~~e c:~)li~l~Y iilC~~Jt~it!g rec(;rt~i~1g a'~ pr!JIJ~rty r~t;urt~~ t.!tt:::: 

There were also several small shmJS and a aas station. Mrs. Philllos had.a smaii 
- ~ - -- - ~ ~- - • - " - h •• -. ~ .... ~- - ~-- ~ ·- •• - -- • - -

motel and caf~ where uood food was available. Her son was a nartner in Phimos 
- I I 

a11d Jordail Heavy ConstnJctioil. Tiley wert: road builders a11d worked aii over 
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iocated nearby on Snowbird fv1cuntain. 
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The only public telephone in Graham Ccuntt '\.Vas located in u ramshackle phone 
hl'l\.1'\.foh "'"' t-h.n .1'.1"\.rnor In irl'l\nfo "i t-h.a PI'!\ II t+h"a rc:,o 
IJ'-'"'LI* "'II Lll" "U111"1 Ill 11....,-11 .. '-'1 loll""' "'UYl ... IIUWQV• 

Joe spent many an hour, sometimes up to eight to ten hours, sitting 
booth or in his car, \•!aiting to get a ca!! through. Thoro utoro nn QttnniiorR nr 

I I I'V'I V" ••VI 'V' II'"" ......... ,.,,., •• VI..., ...,. 

contractors iocated in the sntirs Western r-Jorth Carolina area~ The nearest '.vas 
Knoxvme or Gat!!nburg. A!so the manufacturer of the cott..age units was in 

.,... • • • .. • ,. r "" 
! nompson ~eorgn! .. ~'"p~c;. ramuy '.t/as e!tner !!1 t-!or!oa or !!1 tne process or mov1ng 
to Atlanta. 

Et!!lice !ocated a f!eW l!(lff!e irt Decatur (Ath:if!ia) Wi!~Cil rt-!ey purcj-,as~ti a~'ti tiie~l 
n1ade nians to move into_ But first it was neeessarv to iliOVe n1e rv1odei Louaae 
···~----- .------- -- ~---.- ------ ~ --- --~-- -- ---·- --- ~------., --.--"- ------------- -----.,;;,-

from its ''distinauished" location ~t the. Ftw Lauderdale rv,all to Thunderbird~ t-Jow . - - . ,. . ., . - . " . - - . - - . " - ~ 

Hthis ain't easv." Joe flew i.u Florida ... hi ted a crew to take thifiUS auart. and located 
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removed. Oe unit was moved to piace the two units in iine and the two were 
welded together and wheels wera attached to its steel frame. 

,.,hnin f'hlnn , .. ,~Do t-hnn ru ailnlt •" ln."- ~nrl i:ttnl,...n'e h"..,...," In Q"..,...,.,..~n" Dn~,...h , •• h;,_.h 
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had no'-IJ been sold .. There, aU cf their furniture and boxes \4Jere !oaded in the units. 
A !oca! Builder \•tas hired to become the construction superintendent at 
Thunderbird and he planned a quick move \AJith his v.rife to the mountains. 

Eunice had made plans to move to the new home in Decatur as soon as the 
.. . ....... . ... ,, . . . """ .. . . . "' . ,.,. ,. - " .. mov!ng un!! was reacy .. ! ne neavuy ··over!caaea~~ trucK tnen tooK on ror uecatur. !! 

was expected to take about two days trave! time. After about four breakdowns over 
f!ve days i:he driver had arrived about fifteen m!ies south of At!an!a and had broken 
t.:iown again; he phoned and !ia~o --, quit" He just r1arked a!ong!iide the highway 
-~--1----11~~-.1 -.J!J! I.I.L--.1~ -a....~--AL.&---..,. -1----- .i...- 1.--.-L.-- -.1 .... ~---~--ffa...._ .l:'!-.... -.1•-- ~-.&. :'L.I...- 1.-~t-
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new home and unioaded his fumishinas and then hauled it i:o Thunderbird where .., 
the units were again separ~ted~ moved to a beautiftd lakefront site and 



reassembled vvith new decks ate. It vJas quickly sold to a Florida resident as a 
second home in the mountains 

As seer. as tho moving units \reJQre loaded in Pompano, Eunica took off \~lith thG 
irlrlC!' evnel"t-lnn ton ft'\nue rlnht' in t-he neu• hnft'\e ""nri net' t-he ir,,•.-rl~ i,n,, ~~h,,n"i,. i..i, ,-n•.•.•~•.•e.,..",, 
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the de!ays in getting the furniture required a change in ~i~n~ Tho~! ~+!'!,tori ~ !=~'!.A! ,.,....... ..... • •• ,_. J ......... J .,.... ...... ,.,... •• 

M:I\IQ in :. rnntc.i :.nri thc.n rn:.l'ic. fric.nl'iQ \Aiith :. nc.inhhnr ,.....,.J...., •••- ••• ....,...,....,. -··- '-••.....,•• •••--v- •• • ...., ...... ..., ........ ..,. ••v•~··-....,• near the new home who 
• • ... .. • • .. •• • "' • • "' .if • .. .. • •• • • :oanea tnem a !e\•J pteces !nc:uc!ng a care tac!e to ea! on, a coup!e or ro!c!ng cna!rs 
and some cote;, etc. They moved in. ~= .I~ .I : .: : .; Jil"'t. :: !!! : 

! ne car mat a rove tnem to \:Ia. was 1oaaea 
•• I • a II I_. I .: I II • 11- t I •1 • I I ll. r 

'l'!!tn 1n1ngs !!Ke tne!r gooa Cf'JS!a!, gooa suver;'Vare, !amps ana summer C!Otnes ror 
--- - - ~-' ~ ::! *::! - - - - ::! 1!! •• ~ ~ - ! _! - - ~ !. - ·- - p- -- - _!! 1:: - - !~ - - !"'- ~ - . -- ~! - ~ !_. - -me !UOS" ~ui, !I was geumg com so sne was rorceo ro snop mr warm G!ommg 
beft)fe sl1e C«)t~;tt ei1fOU ti1ern h1 scll(:n)t FrJr atu)ijJt te~1 {lays shej Kaye ailr:l Bil! 
out of expensive crystal Wflre for dishes; and using the best silverware. Every day 
bruuuht Diomises of "tomorrow" ~~ tu th~ d~y of arrivat Thi~ w~nt on fur about ... . -
,&.,.:,_ :::..:':. z.!="' :=.-
lt:ll UCIY::. • .. 

~-·---""··-···· ... L.._ "-··-·, ---=··-....1 ~ ... __ ,. ... &...:-- -··-'"" -- "''""- .c--=··· ..... ______ ..... & •• --: ........ _ 
I=Y~IIlt-!!!t~,Y lll~ !.1\..f~r\ g~''VIC"\..f:o: bY~!JliiUI~; ~l.f\.!"11 ft~ \_II~ IQUUI!f 1-.1'-JA~~ Qll\.f !t.-!!!!!t_t.ll~ 

including the clothing, dishes~ cookware, etc .. were unloaded .. 
off for thG North Carolina 1'.1ountains. Eunice had real fun, all by herself, sorting cut 
~~!'~~~+h!~~ ~~.rf ~~++i~l"'!t ~~++i~~ '!.~:oifoif..t f.h~ i--!J"i~ ~!J!"'!~h~!' ~!!""~! ~.f"''l>hl'"\,~@ !~A '!.!!.f""!!~ ~+ .f"''I>J'"\,!!~~ 
~YG'I,!~IIIII~ c;lll'\ootl ~G'L~III~ ..:»~L .. Ui:iU YWI'-11 loll~ R.JUO IIIIUIIJ Ill O"IIVVIa VVG' yyg...,;r• VI '-#VYI.ii:J~ 9 

h1 '"'" """ Thaand· ftl'htl'rl "'""'tt-onl'l t-he i ,.,.,....,. ho alit' 
...,. ..... ..,..., '""'"' 1 JIUII "-'•...,.••u 't''- '-'''M "''•'-' ._"'""~""' ...,. .......... 

i!o n!"~-'~.~;~,,~iu· ~.a,..troi~rl '!"ha i~!"!"'!!!i~:! •ut.!'!~··~u!i.f"i i!~~a !, ... ,-, [J~~ ... ~'!" .. ·,.,.!,., '•"•"'," .. ·~.-. " .. ·~.-.!-'= i.r,-.. =.-ri~ !, ... ,-, ~~ .... -,-no•,: • ....,....., t'•'-"••v-..e....,•:, .._,.,.....v • .._..,......._,., "'•"" •M•••••:, wwv-..a•w •••"--' --- ._ .. -- .__ --

The. rAQnri u1nniri l"inc::c. riurinn tnc. tAiintc.r hut inc. talnuiri l"nrnrnuto tn Thunric.rnirri • ••" • ""'~~· • .-.-~,.....,.... v•-""'- ._...._.... •• ·~ •••"" •• •• ••""• --"' """'"" ........ ._ • ..,. """'••••••..,.•"" "'""" • ........ ..,." • ...., •• ..,. 
.. .. . .. -· .,. .. .. .. .. ". ... . ..... . .. '-•.Jnna Y.JOrK was !n progress. ! ne ramuy ,_.,cu!a move to tns mountains ansr sen co! 

was out and stay for the summer, returning to Decatur at beginning of the schoo! 
term. -· . . .. . . .. .. .. -· .. . .. . . . . . . . : n1s !astea aoout r.•to years, untu tne resort was go!ng strong ana tnen !ne 
family moveo to one of the cottages. 

...... I I .«.I _. I l • i.l- - - - ~~•~ . - - -- - .L-~- ~- .4 ~ - -- -- 1- - - -
~ 11ere wer~ fflf!t)y proo!ef!!S tf!B! t)C:Gtlrr~u (!ttrtrig !!~fd ~etrty G'-'~~~IrltG!tUfl p~!t!~e; 

The Lodge and Re~taurant building went ttp quic;kiy with crew~ brought in frc:Jm 
KnuxviU~ and Gatlinburu but th€! lak~sid~ swimmina b~eamP- a r~al nrobl~m 

- - ~ • - - - - " ., - - - M - - - - - - - ..., - - - - - - - - •• " - -

when word oot out in HYeiier Creek'' thai: the oooi contractor from Gatiinburo 
~ . ----1-.. -...a L..l--1 ... 1-L..----- A.a. 4L..- .a.:-- 4&...--.- L...-...1 --· .. -- &...---- L..l--1- 1---4-....1 :- .&.L..-

~1!1!-J!VJ~t..l !~!t!~~ !O!JIVI~I~" ~l l!l~ l!l!!~; t.IIC'!~ !!d\.1 l!lt:Y~~ ~..l~C'II d UldLr\ n . .IUt'll~l.! ~fl !.!1~ 

County and the mountain people were up in a1ms. The word went out that several 
...... ,... .... ···""· .......... ,... ,....,. .. .,.. .... _ .... ", .,.. .. ,.. ................ 4f"'i< ................................ i ....... hi .... h ..... _, ....... ,...,. ... .f............. ..... .... ,.. ........... . 
ll•t;;:ll ... V.,..ILI &,It;: ~~!P~IVII~V tPIVt,..llll..,.. ~11¥ IIIV'~II\.(:1111 VWI~II III~JI•f-IVVWc;:lt;:V: lltU;:;:~: ~~~~ '-11t;;:'J 

,.~Jill fire at any blacks seen in the area. 
(,.,..., , •• "'!lle In l:i"rll"'~ <11!31+ +h"" +lrn"" .10IIt"'l't h" \&1.1010. n••l~'j,t,. l'"'!llliftri h,, +h" ~'""''"£'>+ .. • •~'+l"n 
WV~ WYU...;;;J Ill I lVI IUU U.t. LJ IV LU.IV WI 1'1..1 I IV WWU..'IIii:» ~WI .... AI J' Vl.oiii'C'.iU ..,, l.li!W> VVI 1.;,~1 W .... LIVI I 

Superintendent. Severai iong distant calls to the pooi contractor changed p!ans 
and schedules and the construction got under.a1ay with a!! \Vhite employees 
;~nnr+~N irtnrn Kn~v~J"iiio Ill.,..........,."""",.. • • V••• I .... •-".,.. •••"'• 

lhunl'ic.rhlrl'i I nl'inc. \Ail:lc hulit !ill~vc._r.a•.- rntt.,.nc.Q \AJ'Arc. c.rc.rtc.n an •• n_' !lln_i.n_·, tn .. c._ . ··-··--·..,··- ---~- ....... _ ..,_ ..... , --·-- - ---;,.a~--··-·--·------ -- ... 
... .. . . .. . . . . . . ~ . . "' -· .. restaurant naa ceen p!annea to ce managea oy a rormer c!uo manager !rom t-!Or!aa 

who supposed!y knew a!! about rum!ing a restaurant. He ordered supplies. lots of 
steaks, equipment, etc_ y·vhen he was expected to arrive and take over~ !t became 
obvious !ha! he wa~ no! qualified and he qt1it Thi~ r~aturai!y cat~~ed the restaurant 
L I! It • .L .LL L -1 ;I! r- .. I L L. --.1 I --.1 ~~- -. -~~.L......_-~----.L \ .L~ ..__.__ -~ -~-

t_O ~an !fl~(~ !.J!e tt8Jli..!S (Jt blif1,Ce (W~tt) ''a~! f1ever W0f!{e~! ''' (.! r~~~~~.t,{1Jtti} ~~-"' '-~"~ l_JY~!' 

and uet it ouefi fur the first seasoir .. 
~ . 

~-·-=-- ..J:..J --"' 1.---.... - T L.--- ~--- - -=-•-:- 1... ••• -L..- ...1 •• - :- --....1 ••·--.1. .. _ •••--1 ... C.!..!! !!~t:: un . .! ! 'u'- !\! !U¥Y ~ ! •Ln .... H ~~ ! ! VI!! ~ ~!! !UtJ! u~~~ ~! !~ ILIUM !! ! ~~ !'-' w~~ It !.U wut 1\~ 

She found la1ge pieces of n1eat in the f1eeze1 that needed to be cut to steak size. 



She had no cooks or helpers but she recruited some locals who could cook and 
"·""~" ..,.,....,.,.. ••• i4ok ~,.,.,..,...,.. ,.. ••• ,....,.,.. ..... ,.."" "-""""""""' ....... ,.. ....... ,..~ .................... ,... • ..,....,......,....,.,.,...,.. ... ,..., ................ i ..... ,..~ in. 
"'-'I~UII UIIU WWILII OUIIIG ~LIIUCIII""~ IIUIII LIIV IU\,QI LIUL""'II1;.j011 IUc:.IIID~VU LV f-IUL 1.11111~....-:1 Ill 

order and opened for business in Thunderbird 7S beautiful Laka Vie;.v Restaurant. 
~h ... &!L'li'\IL'lrl ftrL'l~f &!f.,.~j,&! •riL'lrl ,...hl,...j,.o.n ~nrl info&! .... ftnnrl u.o.ft.o.fo~hi.O.&! Sh,-.~ ~' ... '~"•• -h ... ~cl 
.,_,ll'tw 'tlill'twl Y ,_,'-4: 'tt!' 1WWt.. <fti'-'-WI~.,;JI! II 1"-''W VI I lVI'""' I WII'W 1'-'~ VI ~VVW W "'~"* ..... ""''""...,• - - - - ._ 
great pies for dessert. 

!twas evident that he!p was needed, especia!!y to look after the kids. Eunice ... . . -- . - . -· . .. .. " ... .. ..,. recru:tec ner Mom ana uaa. 1 ney movea !C a sman apartment ever one or tne 
~hnn~ in wnhhin~viiiil:' Nf':: ~nri ii:'V~ntu~iiv tn nnil:' nf thP ~~riv rnn~np~ ~t Thil:' 
--··-,..- ....... ·---···- ...... _, • "'_, -··- - .. --- .... ---·.~ -- --·- -· ..... _ --· ",1 --·-~-- -- ...... _ .-. " tl.'•• 4' .. ,. • r "' 1 • • tt... •• 1 ... 11• rtesort.. ~·IY!om·· \•Jas put 111 cnarge O! tne KUJS.. . .. t"op·· manageo tne reson:~s 
community store and gas station. He a!so became the escort for cottages coming ·-- _ ........ __ ..._,- - -- - ..... _ - ~~ - ... - ---

JJUl l!!:t!!. ~ ~~!t.!l.!!t1f ~liJf}'= 

Let me return to the cottaoe units ordered from Tmnoson. GA. 
- ~ ~ •• - " - - - - - " ~- w ...., ~ " "~ -- - - - - - - .- - - • 

At the time of 
olacinu the order_ t'-'orth Carolina had a rule that no units wider th~n ten feet could I ._, . - • - - - " - - - - . - - - " - -- - .... - -

be moved over the hiuhwav. However. Georuia and Tennessee oermitted tweive ft 
- ..ill " - • .... :....14-"'-- ~=--- : ... ..__ ..... ..._ _____ -· .~ ..... --.......... _ .... ·-- " ..... : .............. ···-- __ .... ....1--=--"-•- ·--

YYI\.11..!!~~ ~U~V~ !I. ~!,g\.1 ~.-'~\.r\...1~~~~ ~Y!\..!~!!t lltOt tt;:;!! ~~ .. !~1\tl YtrG~ I!V-l "-~~~U,g!..J!~i 'tJ'Vt;:; 

decided to gamble on sneaking twelve wide units into North Carolina. He actually 
..................... ",..,. ............................ ""'.-: .... P¥'ll.lli" .... ,.,..,... .................... ,. ............................ hi,.. ................. ,. .. ""' ................................. i ..... 
~QIIILIIC'U Cll '1LIClllt.GI '-II Di IIIIIIIUII UVIICII fJUI~IID.:2G Ull lll.o:::l CliLIIIIt.J' LU ~C'L LIIGIII 111 .. 

Joe contacted the "Hiah 11 Sheriff of Graham Co. and he aareed to .. look the other 
'A.I"!!I'#jj \A#h-Ot"\ thft ..,."!!IP"!!I\1~1"\ n.f 11nlt~ 'UliOt"'lt ht.f 1:!-ln,..ft ""'-'"" ht.l 1'"\t"\ft rn.11+.o .-ftn11IPftt"' 1'"\rth.l 
WWUJ!' WW 1-..11 '-I.._ VUIUWUII VI Will......, WW-..11'" NJ! ._..IIIV""* ~"Ill~ NJ VIIV IVW'-'V! '""*'1WII,_.U VIII.J 

about ten miles through rJorth Carolina. Pop \~w~as now the escort. .. 
Ali \AtPnt \AIPii untii tno l":!:llr:!:llu:!:lln t,...nnc:ic:tinn nf ~nrnP t-hirht 1? ft \Atirlo unite:\ • ••• •• .....,. •• ., ••v•• --...:••••• .., •• "" .._.._ • ._.. ........ \"'"""••-•...,••••~ -• ...,-•••-v- •••• '".7' •- ••• •••--..:-v- ._.. ••• .....,., 

• • .. .. • - .. .. • • - - • • -· • • • .. Ill ~ Ill - • • .. arr:vea at tne ~antaat:an uam t:Srzage. 1 ne caravan arr1vea 1n r-.:onn ~aronna rrom 
=.• "-·"··"·P-~--~"-~-· It r~rno rtn\Ain ~ ~t~Pn hili nn ~ 'hlun.l~n~ hinh\AI~V i~hnut til:'n rnli~~\ tn --- ... --···- --·-··- ----,... ....... -··- ·--- ·-··- ···~····-~ ,----- ·-·· ·····--, --. ....... . . . . . .. . . . . . . . ~ . ... . . 
tne or1cge. : ne cruJge \•Jas an C!a ra!!roaa or:cge ana \•Jas exactlY t'.•Je!ve rt V'J!ae. 
The units were oniy 11 feet, 8 inches wide, so it might have worked except that the 
·-~-~·-~-----· ~----1-- -•------ ---·-~-~ --~-~1-JL ALl-- 1---~-·--- ---'*'-~-~--- .... __ A. .• - .. --1- ----· -~--!!---
f!!9f!Wt.ty lf!ttue a ~~l~f"JJ Gurve r1g1rt lJle ur:uge e!ltr~rlce.. 1 11e trUGI\ ttr!u U!!~l~ 
C1)1Jid not make the h~n1 tt) iine up f,)r the bridge approach, Pt)p had to have the 
entire caravan back up almost the ten miles and come through another 
couni:v. direci:lv in front of Fontana vmaoeand another Countv. The trio was then ""t "" ..., "' • 
over fifty miles throtiYh ~,lurth Carolinii and ua.ssed throuuh the town of 

# ..., • ...... 

Robbinsville: right in front of the "High" Sheriff's office to get to Thunderbird. They 
.ft_. .. ; •• ,......l ... A~~'~~. I.• •••f4-k.,...,e•4- ~. ,.+k"'.,. ....... .,...,kJ"'m,... ,. •• ;4-k n.,..., ..... h,...lrl;n,.. k:.,.. k.,l'll..flllal .. h "'II .hl'll. •••""~~~•• 
c;:JIII¥1;;;0~ ~~lf:;IJ W¥1~11V~~ 1~11,.111;:1 t~•V~It:; ~ W¥1\.11 r Vp IIVI\,.1111~ Ill~ ~lt;;t'QI\11 ~II i:llt:; WVQ.J .. 

After a number of cottages were sold, it became evident that many would be 
n..,...,. •• nin.i"'i nr~l,, "'!'JJC'!< \I"'!'JJ..,.~+inrt hnrYIAIQo I+ \AJ4llllf.'!lo An,..,.lrlnA tn. nUl'\• ."'!'JJ ..,.,...M."'!'JJnl'\ •nrt+~l ni"'!'JJn 
"""''-'""'t'I ... U ""'1111 U..;.::J 1JU."'U.LIUII IIUIII"'.;.::J• I'" 1JWU..;.::J '-~....,"1\..I~U L""' Ull'"'l U. '*UW..I.U.tt~ IVIILU.I ~IU.•I,. 

i.Vhich most o'.vners used \Vhen they \Vera net at the Resort. Since ccr-.ages v.;era 
lnl":!:ll+orl :!:!Iii n\lor +ho 1?1; :!:lll"ro noninc:11i'!:ll i+ h.o.l":!:llrno :!:11 ro:!:lli nrnhi.o.rn no++inn 
• .....,...,.,. • ...,...,. w•• ..., .. ......,. •••"" •a.v .,....,,......, t'""•••••vw•w • ., ...,.._.,...,.,.. •• ,,.,. w • ......, ..... !"•vw•.._.••• ~v•••••~ 

housekeepers to them. The problem v.tas soiveci \AJhen the company purchased ten 
PiPrtrlr nnif r~ri~ ~nti 'hlun-\.1.1:!:11\1 r~tiin~ ~2~n nnn~Pi.rPPn~r r~rrlcti rnnn~ nrnnrn~ 
-·--·· • ..,. :::J:""'•• --·- -··- --·- ---~ ·--·--· __ ...,. •• ··----·,.--,....-· --···-- ••• ...,.fW'_!I -· --···-!1 

• ". • .. " .. • - Ill ·- " • • • .. • • • vacuums, anc otner C!ean!ng mater!a!s. ::acn \•Jas atspatcnec oy tne neac 
housekeeper using two-way phone under direction of Eunice who was responsible 
io the owners.. Eunice hired aii of the restaurant and housekeeping staff and ihey 
worked under her direction. 

••--.a. -J!LL ..... .--.-.-.-1-~~--~ --~.-.-.-. ~---- ,....,_LL~--~-~11- ..... ..., ___ -.. .... -. 
!~~U~~ U! l!!~ ~f!!fJ!Uf~~~ t;t!Jtl~ I!U!U !"\t_J~_J!JII,~V~n~ Uf" W~f~ oi4 n;;;.~;-1-.v vill~ow "'"'"' = ::: "0..:'::.'::::: >:'..:'.I -= ~· '-::: """""";;:::;; ...... 

known as !!Valier Creek". You took vour life into vour own hands when vou "' , , 
··--~··---' :-~- IIV-11-- 1"---l.n I~ ••·-- 1:1.- 11...1-- --~-I..U 
Y~!!!.U!t:!U U!l.U ! !::!'!!~! ~!~~~ "' fl Wt!~ I!P\tt UL•u-~!!!.\,.1! ,. V-·· .._ _ _. ~- ··--··· -------! UU !U!U tV 1!\!!UW ~U!!!I.::U!!IC' 

to even be iet in, and you were likely to be greeted with a shotgun and a big dog. 
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Once you got acquainted~ the folks were good workers. Two brothers who worked 
h .... ..-A ••• ,...,..,.. "DhnnA" \Aiillii...,......,.& ...,. ..... ,.. hi& h..-,..,.4-h"• Ufllnni"' ....... A•ft" Thl"n., h...,.l"' ...,. .,..,.MIA .... ~.,.... "11'1 
llc.IIU WlJGIG I IIU"'-IU WWIIIIQIIJ..::J QIIU 111-4:11 UIVLIICI I.'C:iCUIIIILIIG • I IIGJ I IOU c.ll IDLLIGLIUf'l 'LIIU 

fiat bed truck and used it to haui creek stones.. They buiit stonev;alls. foundations 
for cot"..ages and stone '.•Ja!k'.alays. Phood '.•Jas hired \•.rith his truck as Thunderbirdjs 
garbage man. 

IUiurtie \AI~C! the he~ti hnuC!ei.reener When t=unire hireti IUiurtie C!he tniti her th~t •••J • ••v ... ...,._ •••- •• ...,._.,.. •• ...,..,.....,....,.,'V...,.f""V• • • • ••-• • ......... -..., • ••• v- •••J! • """"' -• •" .,...., ..... • •v• ..... ..,..,.. 
• •• • - •• .. • -. • • • • #;I*- .. Ill • •• 

sne \Vas respons1c!e ror a:1 tne ere\•:. ~ne toul ner ··:t sometn!ng goes \Vrong, rm 
innlcinn tn vnu" ·--·····;;:;t ·- ',1 -- • .... . .. . .. . ... ..... ..... . . . . . .,. 

! ne oun aoz!er operator was uempsey. ! nere \•tas utt!e ne ccuta not ao \•lttn 
that dozier. When he first started to work for the resort, he had been dearing 
!11C,t!rttait1tops for a roac~ IJi.iildh1g COI1'lpai1Y= He would i1ook a i1eav-y caiJie a 
giant tree and than iitar.li'liiy walk the dozier down the side of the mountain oushino - .. . .. - ,..., ... ______ .... ---·--
~~~~~(!II\] 1\,.n.,::I\:=L 

Dempsey worked alone most of the tk.ie. One day his dozier iost a boit on a 
., ___ ,, -- L..- 1-U 4>1...- __ ., __ •··--=-- --..1 --" ...1-···- 4.- __ ., 41...- "·--•~ &....--•· :- -•--- A+ 
t~QI,I'\ 3V ~~~ ~~~l ~~!~ '~~V~'._~~ ~!-~!!!U!!~ 01!'-..1 ~Vt \.~I.JYY~f l.V ~~!.. ll~~ !.lt!\..•9'\ !JII[:t~l\ Ill t.Jtft~~= 1'1\l 

that time, the engine slipped and the track ran over the two fingers of his left hand. 
u"" .... .,..._ h"'d d,..,.,. •• ..,., h-. • .,...,.." .... .,... .... ., ......... ,... ,..,..,, .1r1 ....,,...,.,. ~,...,. a,...,,.., .... ft u" .Ji...,.,...u,. '"""' ...... "' ....... " .,.i...,.." 
I I .. WW'U,., IICI ""Wlfll uy LIIC I..IU ... f\. UIIU ..... ""UIU fi""L ~GL I""U.:::IC., I IC' IIIIU.II,Y:!! UILGI .:::IUIIIC' LIIIIC'!' 

yelled to a passerby and directed him to get on the dozier and toid him what gears 
t~ rn~uo t~ rn~uo tho tro:>;.L- ~++ hie. ho:>nl't Uo l&I<>C> -b_,..,.r, ~n tho l~h In o:>h~11t h&lft 
'-""' IIIV'W'-' !I."' IIIV"''"'" "II"" loi ... VI'\, VII ltl._.. IIWIIW• I ...... WWW~ wvn. VII !1.11"" J"'U Ill WU"'wa. '-WWV 

"~.;eeks, minis three fingers. 
The cottages \•Jere delivered to the main read at the entrance. 

• .. • • .. .. .. • • • • ~ • .. .. ... "'4 • .. • • • " .. • • .. ... • • 
\·:a:asa a nea"*'J-C:UrJ trauar n:tcn to tne un!t ana tnen oac:<ea tne un:t ana aoz:er 
rin\Ain the mnunt1:1in tn 1:1 nre-ceierteri cite \Aihere 1:1 rrc\AI \Ainulti nuilti 1:1 ievei rnnrrete ----·· ..... _ ···--··-··· --- ,....- --·----- -·-- ..... _._- -·-·· ··---.- --··-- ·-·-· --··-·---. . . , . . . . ... .... . . . . . . .. . .. . . -. 
O!ocK rounaat!on unoer t!. ! nen, tne seconc matcn!ng un!t v1as ce!:verea cown tne 
mountain to line up with the first After they were joined together and permanent 
.C~---~-1-A.! .. ________ ... , ____ ... __ • ·--·~~- '~·----•--- -•--•-- ------- ·-····~·.._ --- _! .. _ .. _ --~----•-.&.- Jl.l_.._ 
IUUilUtttnJrt~ cu~!~!fUt;teu, !ttrye wuouef! uec~~ were uuut 011 ~11e 1u t;Uf!!pn;li.tt 1:.r1e 

t::(mstruction, Dt:,:::ks somt:tirnes had as n1ut::h as a sixty-f(Jl){ dr(1p fron1 the det::k to 
the ground with the rear of the house unit resting at ground leveL 

It was almost forbidden to cui down a t.ree at Thunderbird. So ihe units had to be 
:. ·--t-....1 tit&....•-• ·-a.... 41-.- .i.---- --.....1 .....1-···- 41...- --··-.a.-:- .i.- :.a.- -:.~o- A II --."""'---- ....... ---
Jl.!~~!~'-1 liUU!.I!;:JII 1_11~ l~~~3 CUil..A ~IUY¥1~ til~ !IIUl.~!~l~·~~ l~.l !l~ ~·!~: .1"1\U \:V~t~~~~ ~~·~ 

shipped from the factory fully furnished with carpets: drapes: beds: and kitchen 
equipment all furnished and installed.. Dishes and utensils were placed after 
erection. 

I "'t ...,..,. t"'ll ""''' <>h~ut Thun...t ..... hlr...t IUI,..,.n+..,.in It;..,. j,...,..,..,.,t '"""+ ~u u;,.h~ "''""" -i?o in 
..... ~ .. IIJ~ t.""ll ,..., ... WU'-I ... L I IIWIIUt:;;IUU""" IWIVWIII.&:illh ... ,....., '"'""WL~WI JW.....,L "'II I U~ WWUJ ._...,Ill 

Giaham Count;, I'~C. ; he 125 acre peninsuiar jutts out into the 3UUU-acre Lake 
~!:lntt'>t'>i-h:ah nno nt +he T\/11 l!:tL-t'>R '"ro!:lt ..... ...t rlurinn Wnriti W!:tr Tu1n +o ;.rt'>!:liot'> nn\Aier fnr 
...,.._.. ..... ~'llofi ... IWII! ......... ~ Yl llrll.._,. I W ,-.. IW..,._..._, V .._,.._. .._,.~ WWI Ill~ •• .._, •• .._... WWWI I WWV ... VI'-'W ... 'W' ,.,..., •• ._.. lVI 

the atomic energy program at Oak Ridge Tenn. The iake and Thunderbird \~:as 
currnunrieri nu the M.e!:lutlful _Inure Kilmer 1\i~tlnnJ:ai t=nreC!t ~ n!:lme ~nn Tnrect 
--·· ......--··--- ._,.J -··- ----···-· --.:~--. ······-· ··-··-··-·. -·-- ... ,- ~-···- -··- ·-·--· 

• .. • 6• • ,. ..... 

preser.re ana a great nunt!ng ana r1sn1ng area 
Before beginning to build Thunderbird, Joe brought Gene Montgomery up from 

.-a - _• -• - - • "" ...._, - - . • • . • I I - I. . • - •~ • • - .•t"t .. - - .. J - • •~ • - - - - . - - _I - - • - .I rtor1oa on a ~-great .. oear nunr. ne orougnr rwo rJr!es ana otner gear ana was reaoy 
for thF~ hin i'UirnFI_ ThF~ inr::::ii hF~::if huntF~r,.. h::iri ,..r::ikAri nut ::i hin hA::if ::ind hF~r r::uh 
- - - -~ - .... ~ .. - .:::..11 ,;;;;., -~- ~- - - ~ ~ ~ - ~ - - --. ~- - --- - - --- - -- - - - ~ -- -- - ---- -- -- - -~ ... -- ~- • g -- - -~- --- - -- - - - - - -- --

ahJ119 Lake i!ild jJiat1ned to n1eet at daw11 at the boat dtJCks~ They had 
several ieeos and manv huntina rifles. and thev were "readv~~. The ieeos deoosited 

• t ., W I ., .JI • • a 

---1.... 11-w--.1.11 1.... •• _ ... __ ;:11.1. _ ... __ ... __ :_ --=-.1.- ---··-..1 .1.1....- -··---··-..1:-- --··-.1.-=-- --..1 .1.1..--
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the point men started to flush out the bear. vVeii: they chased her up and down the 
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hills all day! but she outwitted them and swam across the lake and got away. But 
l...,.,,f.,.. """'""'"'*""'"""...._ '"""'""' .,.h+ ..,. A'!'lto-"'""'o"'"' """',;: ,.. ,....,,;;; .. ,.._ A'!'lton ,..,.,..__.... ""....,"' +h"• .,.h.f. +h..,.+ ~• ,,..,..,..A'!'Itollf!r> •••"""'A'!'Ito ..,.+ 
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hand. At sundo\rvn ali gathered aaaln at the boat docks and \rVaited for the ieep to 
~ ....... 6 utl+h foh6 h6~r ,.~ .. ,.~ee Th6 l66n +ln~ii\1 ~rriuAI'I ulifoh t-h6 1 nn "',.. ..... .to~ hA'!:t .. ,. •• h 
UIIIW'"" WWI .. II '-11'\oir W''""'-&1 VUIVU..,._ih I II"*' V'Wo"*'f"' IIIIUII7 WI I IW'Wo'WI Wflt.lt loll"*' IVV f"'V"UIIW W''\oirWI VWU 

spread out on the hood. Needless to say, Gene r.;ontgomery \~Jas unimpressed. 
At the beginning, Robbinsville was the cn!y to\Yn in the ccun!'J, about nine mi!es 

.. ". " - " . .... .. . .. . . . . .. ... . . . , to rne east. t-onrena v :nags, an esmo::snec :aKe resort, \•Jttn a :arge numoer OT 
vacation cottages was about 17 mi!es (by back roads) or about 50 some mi!es by 

I• • I I • I .... lll<i • • II I r I I I I I 

a!rect pavec n:gn\"lay. ! nese cottages \•!ere ortgn1any nome ror \"/OrKers \t'lno ne!pea 
build the TvA !a!l.es and dams power systems. About ten miles west was 
1'-- -- ~- - .i.l- L ....._- -- -- -~.&.1- - -----II -- - - _ _._ - - -----I--- -I! - ----II --- - .i.--- --- -- JL - Jt.--- ~ -- -.a.- I 
~~!~!.ttt:!l!i111 IJHff! WUJI ~ ~!lliiU rt~~Ufl t.:Uf!~p!ell Ul i!1 ~IIH:II! f~~!.H.Uf~!~t.1 :1 ltfW II!Ul~! 

rooms; and gift shops with sightsE!eing of the dam and power piant. 
Thunderbiid was a narrow mountain_ on;v about a citv block wide_ It was 

• • - - - - - - - - -- I - ,# - - - -~ - - - - -

shaoed like a mountain with the hiuh ooint r1.mninu down the center from the . ..,., . ...... 
--"'"·---- •- 4-"'- --:-.a. --.....1 :-"'"- 4-&...- 1-1~- Tl..- 1--.....1 -·---..1 • ·--· -•---1._, ~--- 4-&..- ---1, ~I!!.! Oil~~ lY 1.11~ f~'-~UilS' ~11\." U!l"~ lll~ 10!\~~ I~~~ ~~~~\..f ~fiJt-J~U Yff31Y ~l~~~I.J II VIII lll~ f.l~a" 

down to the highpoint of the lakefront on both sides of the peninsular. There was 
_,•n• ha•- ...w"'l;1,...,.. ,....f: I -.lr-n .:: .. - .... +"""",..'"' D •• _,,_...,_;....,,.. +hn ,__..,...,..,. ___ ......... ..,.,r~..,.,......,.. .a;: ....... ....,.. ...... " .,........,.;_ 
t..IWCI LWWU IIIIIC.-:::1 '-II L..Qft'C' I IUIILI:I~C .. LIY t'l~t-.111~ LIIC VULLC.I~"C;oii:l CIL ICIIIUt..llll IIUIII Lit~ lliCIIII 

road built aH the way around the center at the level of the main highway; it was 
n,..eeihi6 fon h..,..,.,. fohr..,...,. fon .;;;.,..,. iAu6ie ,..f ,.,....,..,.,.6.,. .. ,lfoh .... ~,.h ,. ... ..,. h .... uinn "" hAaufoif .. l 
t'Vg'tiJIIWI"*' LV IIU"""" .. Ill"*'"*' t.V IIW"*' I"*'W"*'I'tiill VI VVIoi.U~"*'g WWII.II "*'UVII VII"*' IIW.,III~ U W"*' U"IIUI 

lake front vie"~' and most YJith lake access .. The \!!.Jhole area vvas heaviiy wooded. 
i ~iro C::~n+oo+l~h h~.l"' ~hnu+ ~ ton_ft'\nt .l"'rt'\n in oiou~tit'\n ~t"t"nrl'tinn tt'\ tho \AIOt nr l'tr\1 _..,...,..,.. ,...,...,. ..... ..,......, ........... ,.....,. ..,....,,.,,....,. w .,....., •• '"'"'"" ,.,. • ._,"' ••• .....,._ ......... """'Ia w--"•-•••~ """ ............. ......., ... ...., • ...,..~ 

season. 
The !odge and restaurant was !ocated at the ma!n entrance just off the highway. 

""P'4 •• 10 a • II"• • a 10 a a ._ <1 I II" • • <1 

! nere was a smat! conven!ence ana g!n srore a1ongs:ae ana a tore: or e!gnteen 
f,.~tnrv huiit mnh::.i rnnm!li1: in~,.hui iu!101:t,. !!i1:hnri rii!101:t,.n~P """"v Roth thP inrinP ""ri 
------~ --- .. -~-~---- ---·· .. - .. ______ JI ______ .. _., _______ ., __ ----~- ___ ,. .. ---- .. __ .;;;:;J_ ----

--- _ _.L_) 1---·- --- __ _.L ____ I ___ t,...l.- __ ! ____ Jl..-~--- ---------!'--~ -1""-1-~ A •----·- _.,_ -1. ----1~- ~ -• 
ff!U!ttl flt-!U t1 ~pet;li:lt;l.HC:f IC~Ke VI~W TrUff! expi:!~1~!Vt! Ut.U;t\~.. 1\ f!U!:Je rUCK tJflt;IU~tfU 

swimming por)i w~s built below ~t the l~ke ievei with ~ccess fron1 the iodge ~nd 

The first vear was uetiinu acuuainted and exoerimentinu with the first six 
I ~ ~ I • ...., 

~nttan~~ and th~n nlanninn th~ rnnve; tn Atlnnt;; bv the Hiiduin~- Th&;n r:;;mw; the; 
~--~ v - --- --- -- ..-- -------w --- ------ --- ---------,;; --- - -----iiiii----- ------ ------ ----

design for the lodge and finding someone to build it. A contractor from Gatiinburg 
••• ~ .... h: .. ,.. .... ~ ........ =· .............. ••-"' tNI •• ,..., ... II Th,.. .... .,..~ ...... ,.. 4-hA ...,......,..,.,.,.., ............ ·~··• ................ 1 .... " ........ .. 
WW.;I.;:;:t 1111 t;;;::"' ~II \,.A I~ 1f1ri;OI I~ ~p "!~n, .• RI)'• I II~ II ""~lilt;; -.,11.:,:; lll~l,.t;;;;• ~~~~~; ICIJII I~ ~~ ... I ~CI""Q' 

placement of the first cottages, getting power to the resort. and opening the 
restaurant and mote! fer business. 

Since therG was no city water available, it "~;as necessar; to employ a weii driller 
t-n tinA .l"'rinitinn u•~t-or fnr t-ho lnl'tno rnnt-oi ~n.l"' t-ho hnrno~ Thi~ hol"~n\A <2 .,...,. ••••w w• •••1'-•••~ .............. ...,.. •••..,. • ...,."'~"""' ••• ...., ...... ,_ w••,.,. ..... ...,... •• ...,., • ..,.._,. • 1 •• ...,. ..,"""'""'•••..,. w 

continuing probiem. it \·w~as necessarj !atsr to instaii a great '.r.rater to,r.ter on the 
ninhoctt nt'\lnt "'f tn&l rh-ino liornnct&lu l:lnn hict "r""'::~t Tr~,.tnr'' \AI&lro nut tn •a•orit nottinn 
·-·~~~- .... -- !"-··"· -· .... _. ·-~-· --···,...--~ -··- ···- --- . ·--.. -· ---· ..... ,.... ............ 1rl' .... :;:}., ....... ~ 

the tank up the mountain. The tank v1as ioaded en its side on a icng trailer frame 
(about 60 feet !ong). Both a trai!er hitch and heavy chains were used to hook to the 
.1 ~ • ~ . _ . ~• • ~ _ ~ _ . _ •• "~ ••- _ • .•. ••. ..,.., ___ ~ ___ . _ • _ 11 _ -• •1- _ •- _ • _ ••- • •• ~ _ r~ 

ao.z.1er ano !O secure !! 10 111e 1ra!1er. 1 rn;:,n uempsey wau\ec rne wncue tn!ng as Jar 
"'s hP. r:ould maneuver arounri the narrow. r:uFvv road to the far noint of thF! 
-- - - - - - --- -- --- --- - - -- - - - --- ~ -~- - -- -- - - - ---- - - - - 7 - -- ~ - ,., - - -- _.. - - -- * - ~ --- ·- - -- ~ - - - -- - -

It was necessary to back the rig l!iJ the rtll)tJrttaint!JfJ to a JJfe-se;ected 
site on which a concrete foundation had been constructed. The whole orocedure . 
"'--1,.. -··--.c..,.._ -1-.... - --.....1 ···-- - -:.a.- .a.- -..-.- Tl- • "'£ I h ...1 L... I -1 !.UU~ U\ft:n !.VYU u~y~ t:u !U Wt!~ ft ~n .. t:: !.U ~~~" ' t ~e Qiiii!t. tdiiri: 'WtiS pUS __ i:u udCif'Wtir•_t.S 
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up the side of the mountain and raised from its side to its foundation. There were 
l"''tr''ll~lt"n" .,.,....,.;!~~-" l"''tr''ll.,...,..,...,., ...... ~ ,.,; ... h ,...~..._.•,.,~ ~ ... ,... ........... "& h ...... r,..ii ... n •• ;.,. ..-..r~,...,... 
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'~iF • ...... .. 

After the lodge ,.~,as buiit, the mote! units placed and ready for businoss and the 
fi•etf ".ln "'"'"'!!lnae u.IAI'a ni'!!>l"ol'i •ha l'aetnri ,.,'!!let l'a'!!ll'iu ina et•~ual'l •n •ho rnn•ai unt-il 
Ill'-"" VV VV'""""'~'-'"""' WIJ'-'1'-t t'IW'V'""'W' "-11"" '""'"""'"- 'WWW.""' 1'-"W.'-AJ• VV'- ""'.U.J"'"W Ill •••""" IIIV'"""I Wll\oll 

schooi iet out in Atianta. Then Eunice brought the kids up and sattied in one of the 
fln:zt throo hol'irnnrn t'nttl:llnoet Pnn l:llnl'i Mnrn etnnn fnlin\Aiol'i l:llnl'i tho no\AI roetnri l'l'o\AI ••• ...,., ..... ......., .... ..., .... ,.,.. • ....,"'••• v--·-~"""• • ....,,., -··- •••"""'••• ..,.."""'"""'•• • ..,.. •• ....,. •• .....,..,.. 111A••..,.. .... ..., ••-w•• • .....,....,....,..,.. v•.....,•• "' . • • . .. • • .. .6. ,. .. . • .. .. • 
\•Jas trainee ana reaay !O go. A numcer or !ne r:rst o\•.tners arr=vea ror tne summer. 
Joe oversaw the work crews and also handled sales . MD hnllnhr ::ll /fi.ft nnnrnnn 

.. ·- ---::::~···- --- ·-· ~-··---·· 
I t1 ·~~· II I I I '1. a ••11 I •11 1111 I I II a,; I I II ooat \'VItn a top cover anc oencnes.. YY!tn !!5 ou!ooarc motor, !! coutc carry up to a 
dozen or more pass~mgers, 

~---~-- _._ ____ r_ .... _____ ... _*_.&..!!-1- _JLL____ ,.&.L_ •-•-- 0!1:Cf:! .~ 
i-i'""''"'"' W~f~ ~!!UW~! tJ!tt IJUltt!UJC!! t;Ull~!J~ lll~ ~~P-:.~= --==---- ...... was 

selected. Joe wouid take the buver to the site bv ieeo or ooif carL The iot was 
- - - - ~ • • .J •• • -- - < " • - .. - - • - "' - - - - - - - - - ., • - • • • - .., - - - - - -

staked accordinu to thH amount of land that was ne~ded for ~;;ch cuttaoe and - .., -- - - - -- - - - - --- - - -- - . -...., - -

where it was aoina to be located. Of course. a number of cottaaes were aireadv 
..... ...... ~ - Jl 

·---""-~ __ ..... ···--- ___ _.,, ~-- --·-
~VIJ"Ol~\,1 011\..t \IY~~~ ~~a~~,. !V~ ~0~~= 

Graham County did not have a licensed sur11eyor. However, the "rv1ilk Man" 
("•.tho delivered milk to ths area weekly) had been a sur11evor in another county. He 
'\ . .. . -
\vas engaged by Joe to draw up a metes and bounds description of the staked out 
in• Thi.,. ""'"'"" •han • .,.i,...,.n ;n•n i:)nhhin.,..,iii ......... •ho. <e>no.l'i AMo"'n""" • ..,h,.. •hnn ,...,...,., .. , un "' 
,..., ... 1 ... ._.. www.._.. .... '-•• """"'•'"""'' .. '"'"" ,,...,..,.., .. ,....,,,,,...., "'"' "'•'" w~"""' ~""'~ .... •••"-',J ••••v .. ,,....,,, w•"'•• w.t' w 

deed and had it recorded at the Court House. 

. . . . .. .... .... .. .. ... ~· -· ,. ~... . ... . ... t1e \vas approacnea at tne t!me or :ocat!ng tne r1rst cor.ages, cut s1nca tne 
developers had no experience, he was not interested . Mn\AioVDr hv tho CDI'nnl'i VD::llr . ·-··---· -~ -··- ----··- ~--· . "'. . . .. . . . . . ' ,. . . ,_._,nen tne roage, restaurant ana mote! Vllas open ana a numoer or cotlages a!reacy 
m p!ace had bee!1 so!d for cash, the bank cha!1ged its policy . 

.. _ ------------ ·-·-- -~---·- Ll-- ._.. ___ ._ w----•- ~---·---•----- - •-------•- ..... __ 
~~ progre~~ wa~ lflliUtt, !fie IJetfJP.. !!!~ue rnHr~y !Uttf1:;, cottage uuyer~~ 111e 

S(:heduie bet;arne~ A site was selected and the !ot was staked (JUt The buyer 
-:-...-.-....1- -'"·--'---- .&. ,£ L.* I .L .La. ,£ 110 L. 110 A. TL. JJ •••11 •• __ , 
~'!::J'~t'u et pun,;;Het~t" agreement 10f uiS 10t, COttage, ,urmsumgs, e"c , "e 1v!in\ '"'et" 
surveved ihe lot. The buve1 oaid 50°/o of the total uurchase olice as a down .. .. . . . --··--n"' •-- ""'"-- .., __ ,_.. ........ ____ .., ___ .., ,.._ ... ..__ .._ __ ., __ ..,. __ ... - •--- ~-- ......... _ ........... -- -~ "'L..-
t-Jay~•~~~-t= ,_J\_1!:1' llltt;~! lVV~ tfl~ L-U!!l~O\J.l lU l~~~ U~ll!\ ~~~U \;!Vl ~ ~~J~~~ !~•! !.~~~ ~-'~~J~I U~ l~~~ 

other 50%. Joe got the whoie 100% cash at the time of sale. The cor..age was 
P~oJ ... ,....,..., ..... PI< 4-kA ·--· ~~ ........ ,~.- .Jaall~· .Ja ...... ;~kA.rl ..,..._..,., ,.,.,..,_.,.,.. , ....... "" .. ,_.,.._.. ka.il4- n.J .n,.-..a UN'"'" 6hA 
t.-f1~&,..~V VII "II¥ l'l,,'~ ~~~~~UJ' I.,_.UJ' 1'-'llll~llc;::\,.1 ~~~~ ~~yn.,;:;:~ WWYIY 'II~IC Ll'-'llt. ~· ~~1,.11~~,; \.II~ 

bank charged a hea•rt 6"'/o add-on interest. Many of the units were sold for cash and 
...... l..t in luii .... ••m"' ,.., .,.,, .. .,.h.,..,.,.. 
!""UIU Ill lUll U .. Lll IV VI t'UI""'IIU..;r110i .. 

The owners used the cottages periodically. Some moved in permanentiy but 
rn!!lln\1 \&161'6 in+or611:'f61'i in fho l"n_nn61'!!~+i\/6 •on+!!~i ni~n \&lhil"h \AI!!IIet rl6\16iQn6rl hu ln6 ........ ,~ ••'*''* lllllto""l""..,"''*'-'« Ill •••'* V""' "'!""""''W·I'IJ'* 1'*1111. .... 1 t'lw..ell ••IIIVII 'IJIJ .... 'V 'W'*ilwa "'"""'-'« ..,~ ""'"""• -· . .. .. .. . - . .. ~"' .. ~. .. . : ne p:an s1mp1y canea ror an agreement oy tne ov:ner ana tne company auo\rv:ng 
tho rnrnnAnu tn rnl:lllntl:llin tho t'Qttl:llno \Aihon tho n\Ainor \Ail:llet !:~ihetont ihu nrinr 
-··- --···1!""-••J -- ···-···--··· .... _- ...... -~- ····-·· -··- -····-· ___ ...., ----·· ... ,-~ !""". ·-· .. .. . .. ... - .. . -· . . .. .. .. arrangement !Or cates;. Kates \¥ere agreea upon per stte ana moce! un!t. 1 ne 
company handled a!! housekeeping, cleaning and renta! contacts etc. The 
..... - "- - - • - ~ " - • - - _, - - - " .... - -• - ,. " •• - . - . • .. • - "' • - - tl ·- ·- .. - • - • ~ .. 0 - •• " •• - - ' • - -- • -• 

~...;fompany reta!neu one lJl!ru OI tne rental s!nce 1ney malntatrteo tne crews ana 
handled the rentals, The owner furnished k.it(:hen IJtensi!s and linens bt~t the 
C:!)fnpany l1andled cleanir!g ar1d lat!tldry~ The crews traveled 
batterv oowered ooif cart and were disoatched bv two·wav radio. 

n10tit1taii1 roads by 

"' . .., . "' "' 
,.,....,_L __ ,.,.._.,._ ....... •··-- lC...I_ .. ,, L ..... ----: ...... -...1 L--.. ··- L---=--
UidfiOIU VU!..!!!!.}' YY!!~ U~}' UUl !-~f!lf!!.t~U ! .. HVlftf!! Ut:I!Ju~~~~= 

way to the nearest ABC store and many visitors and owners 
Howeverj it was a long 
carne to Thunderbird 



without "provisions". Myrtle was the (friendly bootlegger). \'Vhen a visitor in the 
.. ,....r-..a."!t• • .-"!tnf. , •• "!t.r-. iin .,...,..,...,.. n..f: lih...,.+in.n f.hA II"W'\"!t.,..."!th"P An.a.ll'l ..,. ••• ,"!f .. ,~ *;..,...,., ~ hrn.•a•n h.,.,. 
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under the counter in an emeigency. r.iyrtie was often called upon to ••pick up 
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vveekiy trips and a fui! trunk ioad on her return. Of course it "~.;as against the la\•1 tc 
hlllue it nn hlllnri In unur l"'!:llr hut thlllt riiri nnt hnther Niiurtie ........ y....,. .... 'W'• .............. ~ """-· ......... .., .......... ·-· -· ... ••'W'• ..,""" ......... •••J ........... . -· ... . . . . . . . "' . . . ... .. " ... . .. 

~:nee tne :aKe nac a seasons: arcp :n 'l!ater 1eve1 ana tne area ces! suttee ror a 
hn!:llf rinl"'ic ws:.~ ~hs:.llnw s:.t inw ehh the hns:.t fs:tl"'iiiru ws:.~ nis:.nneri fn nrnvirie rinl"'ic~ ___ ,.,. ---·· ··-- -··-··-·· _ .... ·-·· ___ , -··- ---· ·--····:~ ··-- ,...-·-····-- -- ,... .. - .... _____ .... _ 

PI •• • ~~~ I I I •111 I I I •111 I Ill I on rtoat!ng pontoons. :!ttee! arums ,,-,ere usea \'V!tn a aecK ouut aoove tne arums 
.:.nri r:nnnAr:TF~ri tnnAfhAr tn nrnv1nf:l rinr:ks ~nri w~ikw~v!C:O. 
---~ --· .. -·--·--- ·-,;;;:;,------ -- ..-N __ .. ._,_. ... -.....-.....---- ----- -----~- ... -~-~ 

··---~~ _.l!.t.l __ ---------- ___ _. 1-------1-A..L--A..- -L-11_! ___ ----1 -•--•---ILl ____ _ 
~~~ttf!Y U! l!!e UW!!ef~ ~!!t~ UfUl!9!1l UU~l~ U! i..1U ~~L.e~ t!IUJ t!U~~;;.~tf lfl~lfl 

there. Lake Santeetiah was a wonderfui boatino and fishino area so there were aii - ·~ "--- ~~~~- ··-· ~ ------- ...,~"- ..,------·-~ --
~i7HS ;;nil t'vii~~ nr. h;;nrl 
----- ---- ~.;r-~- --- -------

in addition to the coiiipany pontoon !!sales" boat~ Joe bought a 20-foot 
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and his son Bill often took the boat for rides together with Bill as pilot. During the 
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the boat since it was decked close to their home en Thunderbird Point 
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ares into a fuH fiedged resort as roads ,_!t..;ere finished and paved, as the iodge ,. .. ,as 
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were soon added. 
-· ~.. . .. ,... . .... _. . 
: ners \•Jere numerous cor..aga s:zas rrom tna popu:ar --!:!:acK 

Bear" one bed mom to two bedroom and then three bedroom mode!s. Most were 
• • ,. 1 • •• •• • • • • r• • • • • • • • so1c rrom moae1 uru!S on a!sp!ay ana p1acec an:er sa!e. Many OV'.tners accea to 

their cottage with extra decks, storage facilities, and other add-ons. Many had 
~"!-----•---- ,..._ --- ------ -~--~--·-----~- ----~-A---1 •--------- ~¥----- -•-•---·-.L- ----~.L- ~-~-1- --~- ... 
I!repli:ICtlS.. ~UU!I, ~U~~!t: fJUfC:IIii5ttfti W'~flteU li:!fQer, riiUftt ti'U:!UUftfttt Uf1!!~ ttrJU ~Ufl!tf 

were huiii RS iRme Rs R five hedromn home. ----- ¥--·-~- ····- ----...,- -~- -· -~·- ~----~- -~-- ~~-~---~ 

Owners came from Florida first but soon were added folks from aU over 
ion Sears Execuiives bouahi: homes. Ada.~-. Green was a district 111anaaer from . - -"•-··-•--_. .......... _ ....... : .... &L...- L...:----"' ._ ___ -- ........ _ --··-"'-:- T&...- n:-... -=-~ ••------ -~ "'"'-
~·~~~tot !\.1 WI IV !JI..I!IL L' ~~ U!\.1\.IC'~l I !VIII~ VII ~~ ~~ !!!Vl.l! !l.f!!~! Ia I I~~ bfl~t.l l\_:.l IYI(ll ld\.1~1 VI ll ~~ -- -Atlanta District soon followed and a top Executive of K-Mart bought one of the first 
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Of the five original O'-"Jners of Thunderbird, Joe ended up as the full time 
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Florida and acquired additional iand in tJorth Caroiina. During his return from a 
F!crida trip~ he \vas ki!!ed in an auto accident about a hundred miles from -· . . . . -. ~. -~ .. ,._ .. . .. . . ~ ... .. ... ... .. . .. . .. 
= nunaerc:ra. ::snortly aner, .Jonn a1ea or a ora1n tumor. Art r,ucno:s cont1nuea as 
lres:.surer s:.nri hAnriieri the hnnicireeninn fnr the Hec:!:nrt frnm hi~ hnme s:.nri nffil"'£:l •.·.n • . ............ .... _. -··- ................... _ ···- ___ ........ -.....-,...···:,:, ·-· ···- .... _____ ··-··· ···- ··-···.....- -··- -···--
Ft. Lauderdale. - . - . . . ., .. . . ,. - " . .. . ::sarcn L-ase ana nss YJ!re uvea at 1ne tteson cur1ng summer anc 
returnPri tn their hnmP in .iunitPr i=lnriri:::. fnr tnP wintPr TnPV WPrP nPvPr invnlvPri ----------- -----· ---···- --- -- ... ---·- ·--·-- --- ---- ·------·- ···-, ---·- -·---- ---------
in any management or oiher work responsibilities. 

Aft~r ahnut fiv~ VAars of nrowth. th~ r~sort hnasi~n of 159 o~rmanAnt hom~s 
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were away in addition; to the 18 motel rooms. Aii were occupied almost constani:iy &--- ---··· ---=-- .L:II 1-.L- C-11 'T'I..:- ____ .._ .LI..-.L --- n----' .Lh- __ , __ ..__ --..1 --------
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needed to be enter..ained. Of course: there was boath1gr swimming~ fishing 



activities then there was horseback riding! boat sightseeing and picnicking by 
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Joyce Kilmer t~ational Forest. 
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in the recreation room \·lith ping pong and biiiiards, card games, etc. At night the 
nna.c:ttc:t ::anri 1'\\Vna.rc:t l"nnnra.n::ata.ri nn tha. c:tn::al"innc:t ria.l"i.rc:t ::at tha. in.rina. ::an.ri Uta.ra. 
~--"""" ...... ,.,.. "····-·- _...., •• ~.-~ ...... - ............... ···- _!" .... '-"·---""" ..... --·, ............ ···- ·---~" ........... ··-·-.. " . ~ ... . . . " . ,~. . . . . . .. .. . -. . . . " . .. . treatea to a TUI!=Iengtn ··c=acK ana wnrre-~ mcv1e. ! ne projector \ .. tas 1ocatec en tne 
na.t"K with R iRrna. c:trra.a.n c:tllc:tna.nna.n frnm R t::~ii tra.a. i nnka.rc:t c:t::at nn tha. na.t"Kc:t nr in 
---·· ......... - ·-·:;:}- --·--·· ___ r" ______ ··-···- --·· -·--" ---··-·- --- -·· ···- ---··- -· ... . 
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cecK cnatrs or on tne grass JUSt unaer tne aecKs. 
The movies were another invention of Joe's" He found a movie rentai source in 

pick~d up on Jo~·s visits to th~ city wh~n h~ r~tun~d th~ used ones. Sundays 
,£ ____ ... ---·· -------- __ .... ---~-· -·---~- -~ ~1...- ,_ .... __ ------"'=-- ---- ·~ ·-·-- _____ .... 
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service in town. On one weekend, Joe invited his former minister from Ft. 
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Guest rv1inister. 
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Hammond organ.. it v.;as placed at the center of the lodge wheie it couid be enjoyed 
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... ... . "' .. .. .. . . . . . . . ... .. . . . .. ... 
entorta:nment ror tne :cage ana a1so prov:ce mus1c ror tne cnurcn ssr.t:ces as \.Yen 
as music for frequent dances. . .. . . .... .. . . .. . .... .. . . . . 

.Joe \•Jas at nome !n uecatur one couJ, sno\•Jy W!nter ;:;atur-aay \~nen ne got a cat! 

fmm a Miami resident who was in the area and who was a prospect for a second 

r;ai!~d Baxt~r. th~ rnaintains~ man at th~ r~sor-i' and had him wam1 up two of the 
-- -JL-1 ----- I 1- .t.L-- -1 .... .-. ~.- ..... - ~--- r"\-. --.&--- £-.- .&.L- ...... --1 .. -..-.-1 A- -~.-& ..... :&L ":11 
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orosoeci. Thev both arrived in late afternoon. It was !!colder.n a cai.lish'. with snow . . "' , -·· -··-- -··---~&..=-- ·-- -L.-... ,..-...1 a..:- ...... _ ._ .... ____ .... 4-L..- ---"-·· .. --... __ ........ &..-- L.- --··· 
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the Hammond Oigan he insisted that he be allowed to tFy it out. Of couise the 
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finally located a hacksaw and they sawed open the lock. Big Band rhythms were 
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his "~,;ife in thejr cottage as the audience. Biii was convinced and his famliy enjoyed 
rn~"" ninhtS nf nrn~n n111~i,. u•n-lia. ~•~uinn ~• +noir Th••nria.hirrl l"n++~na. 
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,.,.,_ n" • ,.io..i-\n•• 1"1 i:' i • ;••• h., i-. •• . • ;• "" • • • i~Pft#\P 
iii~ aVI:::Jii..,vi !nM i On&.2na "Ulage, \AJ •• ICii \alaS \VS!! estaCils •• ea ana mucn iWiM~i 

tn::an lhunria.rnirl'i h::an ra.nul::ar SniiRre n::anl"a.c:t th::at nre\V ::an ::IIIQ'ia.nl"a. frnm mllec:t ........... " .. _ .. ....,....., ......... _, ··-- . ....,~-·-· -...,.......... ____ ....,....,_ ..... _ ... -· ................... ...., .. """"...., .. ...., ........ -
• ..... lf/"11 -· • • "' • II II/' •• • a • "" • 11• Ml"iil. -arouna. ~oon aner : nunaerctra got rul!Y unaef\•Jay, Joe n:rea tne ~quare uance 

inctru~tnr frnm i=nnt~n~ At fire+ ha. nniv wnrk~ri fnr nn~ ninht ~ w~~k hut WR~ 
-·~- ..... -- ... -· .... _ ........ _ .. ___ .... _ .............. _ .. , .... __ ...... .., ___ ...... __ --· ---- ...... ~ ...... - ----·· -------
- ~ - • - •• a. • . _ -• _ _ . _ _ . __ • • _ . .a• . ~ . • . . r. . ..... _ -• _ -•- • _ -• eventuany n1reo as recrea!!Dn o!rector ror f nur=aero~ro. 

VJiitl Bo;:u anti Bl;;tt:k BP-;;tr wP-rP- huniP-tl witiP-iv in ihA forP.!'I>i !'l>urroimtlinn 
- - - ~ -- - ""' -~ ~ -~- - -- ~ ~ -~ - - - - - --- - - - - - - - --- ~ -- -- - - - -- .... -.I -- - -- - - - - ~ - - - - -~- - - -- - - ---- -~ 

"'T"I...~-~~-.1--L!--.1 -..-.-... .-.-!--11 .• -.1 ....... ~-........ .LL- .1!-.11 --..... ....l __. ___ !-~ .&.L.- _._._ I --.1 
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SOn Sill found Ot!ar tracks in tht! SI10W alonu the lake front iust beiow their cotiaue 
~ . ~ 
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ELm ice and Bill with Baxter. the maintenance man and his wife who lived at the 
,.,....., ... .,. ....... ,.. ...... l"'h""'••+ ,. ~iln ..,.., •• ,. .. .-\ 
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There \~Jere hunts piannGd for severai people, planned ny and run by locals. 
nt~oc.tc. u1oro 11.:>11"'ii" hn11c.ort in Thunrt .... rhirrt rnntol "' J..,.,., rnnrnc. nf u•hil"h ~:Z ... vtor 
~.,...,.._........., ••""''""" ... ....,..,..,.,,, ••v ... ....,.....,'\d 111 ,,,..,.,,"'""'W'''..,.. '''"'"'""'' w '""'•• '"'"''''""" "'' •••nv•• .., .... ,., .. "'' 
kept heated and avaiiabie for occasional unexpected drop ins 

Many of the owners participated in these hunts and many wanted to see how . ... .. .. . . .... . . - .. .. .. . .... . "' 
cear meat mstec. An:er mucn persuaston, t:.un!ce \Vas r1nany aranea to prepare a 
feast of bear meat in the restaurant. !twas ear!y fa!! and about fifty or more owners 

I If' 11 I I I • I Lf; 4 •• t • a I • II • I ana a rew ren!ers \¥ere on nana 'Jl.tnen tne ~~great·· nunters orougnt !!1 a eaten .. 
..... 
1 ana ,.... ...... 

of the loca! hunters butchered the bear and brought stea!c.s and roasts enough for 
.LI-- ...... _____ _. __ 1-!~--~-~-- f""'----!-- ---~LI .... L--~ ------ _L ~---~---.a._! __ ---1-- ___ .a. .... .._ .LL 
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marinated the meat for hours. then thev slow cooked it for a iono time. it was 
~ ~~-·~ "" --- ~ ·- -~-- ,. -.,-- -------.--- lttJI' -~ 
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but the sauce helped. 
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she had the cooks prepare fried chicken dinners for all the reserved guests. She 
............. ,., .......... ,.. .... ~ .. ·~- ........ 11111""111. ........ - +h~• .......... " ~·- .... ~·-"" 
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the vegetables while the chicken was left. 

h-...... ....,-~· ••• ~ ..... - .... •-~ ..... """~,. ••• i4oh 
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iocated nine miies from tc\ .. .rn, ten miies to the next smaii resort at Santeetlah Dam. 
Tho nrnno.rt" "'''!let eturrnunrto.ri h\1 N'!ltinn'!li fnroett '!lnrt i'!li.ro. ino. rn'!lrto. frionriet utith 

• ··- , • ....,,.,._ ... ~ •• ,.,....., ..., ...... ...., ................... -.6~ .......... ,..,., ........ ....,._...., .......................... --- •• , .... .....,._ ···-··~.., ....... . ... .. .......... -· .,... . " . ~ . . . . . "' .. - . - .. . tne .. r-::gn, ::~nerrrr ana ne appo:ntaa Joe a spoc!a! cspur1 ror uranam l;OunrJ . .JOG 

was the only "!awl; for miles around. However there was !!tt!e crime going on so 
• • •••••• • • lfllo .,.,.... •• ••• •• • •• • • 

..:oe naa l!tt!e cause to sno\.Y n!s OIT!C!a! ponce p!stot ana cacge. no\aJever tnere 
was one 11Crime~! of mention at Thunderbird. At Night, after the lodge and kitchen 
_ I __ - -1 _ _ ~ _ - - L- ~ __ -1 "'~- It_ _ Ll- _ ~- • _ 1- JL ""__ _ __ - - - ___ '! _ ·- Ll- - I - -1 -~ ,.. -. £1'! - - . - -- .-

!;_;!(,J~eu, everyone turneu m H.Jr tne mgm:. vn une Ut;t;i!~!UH, tne Luuge UH!t;e Wit~ 
ior;ked UJ)o !n the office had beer! a huge Bank type safe weighing a tone it stood 
over five ft~ high~ aU hea,,...y· steeL That fiight wa_s the Fc•urth of July weekend and a;; 
the mo11ev taken in fro •• , the rentals and restaurant was in the safe. \tvhe11 the , 
-u:-- _____ _..a.&...- --·~• ----=-- ....... ___ ···-- -- --~-- t:!!t------ .... _ _. .... __ ., _ _. - "'-··-•· 
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into the lodge entrance and loaded that heavy safe~ money and aii. The saie was 
never found .. It "·•as decided that it now resides at tha bottom of Lake Santeetlah .. 

The owners and guests all became good friends and often would pitch in to help 
th,.,. ~.,.,. .. , if thlnn.,. n.nt t.n,.. h,.,.~t;,. It,.,..,.,. "' ,.,..m....,.,....,. .,.inht t.n flnrt .;:;.,,.,. ,..r .,.,.., .nf' th,.,. 
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O\!!.;ners in the dining room helping lr~Jith the serving or acting as bus beys. 
Thunderbird restaurant could seat ever a hundred and \"!as a favorite hangout 

from 
side. 

breaKrast tn: nignt. !t vt~as a huge open room opening to \·.ride decks on each 
lno. ititl"no.n \Aililc:t etnlill"lnuc \AIItn '!I no.'!lutlfni l"nnno.r l"nyo.ro.n t"nunto.r '!Inti lAiino. . ··- ....... -.. -.. ··-- -rr--·--- ....... - ----.. ··-· --!'"""I""'-· -- - -- ---·· .. -· ...... _ ···--
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~...ropper ncoc over an open grnm. ~teaKs ana ctner !tems were grn:ea ana servec 
from the grilL Chicken was cooked in the kitchen along with fresh vegetables and 
•- - --- • "- --•- -•- - • -•- • • •• , - - - -- - -• -·- -• ••• ill~ - -- -• ~ •• - - •• , - -nome maoe oesen:s. R crm:a'l.erroroaster rryer was aoaea !ater as aemana ror 
chicken grewo Kitchen service was dei!vered over the Copper counter to the 
tables= 

Director Case suoaested the first manaaer before ihe iodae was finished and he ..,.., .... .., 
helned order euuiument and fuods for the onenina~ It became obvious before r • • r ...., 

opening the restaurant that much of his experience was a myth and it became 



evident that he was not qualified. He was persuaded to quit~ before the opening. 
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cooks and betw·een them they ali learned the restaurant business together. The 
ni~nC!' fnr th.o lri+l'h.on ~nti tiininn 0'1"\1"\ft'\ h~ti h.o.on i~iti ,.., of ~nti h~ti f11rn.oti n11f 
~lUll~ lVI loll .... 1'-llol\r#ll"-'11 UIIW WIIUII~ '"'"Ill IIW'W ..,.._.""II IWI'\oll VWIIoWII'-1 IIWW '-WIII'-tW VWI. 

beautifully \~lith the big copper covered open grill as the focus of attention. The 
l:llrtriitinn nf tho Hl:llmmnnri nrnl:lln ml:llrio tho u1hnio rnnm rol:lliiu ~ttrl:llt'ti\lo ....,.,.,..,.,..,..,._,, ....,. "'''""' • •-••••••-••,.,. -·~-·· •••--- ., ...... ••••-•...., ·--••• ,....,.._,,_, -•••-v-. ... ..,. • 
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:::un!ce tcunc tnat tne cooKs Knev1 nc'IJ to cooK gooc country rooc ana togetner 
they !earned how to prepare and serve steaks and espec!a!!y Fried Chicken. One of 
•• • 1 • 1-. • • •• • • • 1 r •• ill""'ti.r !ne cooKs va1as gooa at maK!ng p!es ana tne aesert tray oecame a ravorrte. ur 
course there were many l!iearnin~( mista!<.es but Eunice soon learned how to cover 
..&..L-~-- -~~- ,.... ___ 1-!!-. ---------1-----.6.- ---1-----1 ----~- 1------ -~-~---.&.!!:..&..!! __ 
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discovered one busv dav thai the chicken was beina served and was not fuilv ·--- ---- ----.,·-~-------- ·--- ...,-- ---- -- ---"' 
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This tvoe unit was then beina tried bv Kentuckv Fried Chicken and reallv solved ". ......, ., "" "" _ ..... =-··-- ___ ..... , __ 
~!!!l.J>f\!;11 t..lfV~JI!~!!Ir 

Mountain trout was a favorite~ so Eunice discovered a local who had a trout farm 
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the head on and Eunice who has never eaten fish of any kind was squeamish about 
~o.~1inl"' +ho.~o trn.1 •+ Tho,• ~""" io\ft,.~t1r"'lo l!t tl!t,l.l"\ri+o 
~""I 11'111~ "-IJ""'.,;;;Ji""' I.IVY .. a I 11'-'J ~WVII "'"""Will"" W IW11'V11'-""'• 

The company tried to find a rep!acement manager for the restaurant to re!ieve 
Eunice but they \AJere hard to come by in the mountains so she continued as 

"' "'"' "' . ~ ... .. .. .. . . .. " . .. .. .. manager espec!2!!Y aur:ng most or eacn season cut sne a!a n!re ass:stants, some 
of whom worked out ok but some became a pmb!em. une kept acting intoxicated . . .. . . . "' . . ... . . . . "' . . . ..... . . .. .. . . . 
aur!ng tne cay out no one sa\•t~ n:m \•.ntn any tn!ng to ar!n~. :-:na!!Y .:oe !O!!o\•.rec 
him one day to the outside lobby rest room and after he !eft, found a quart boti!e 
l __ l£1:-~11 -6'.--------·-~·-- 1-------•-~-- -L--"!---~'!'!-- .LI-- ____ .a._ ___ JL ___ I __ £L1-- A..-""1-L 
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Joe and Eunk:e took off one day and n!ght and reh~rned next aft.ernocm to find 
aJI the waitresses outside the biJilding crying while the restaurant was almost fy;; 
cusi:o,,•ers. The 1estaurani: had been ieii. in charoe of i:he assistant while Eunice -, •• ..,._ -··•-•• A----··---"' 1--*' ---··---...1 &....-.&.... ... .--- .&.L.- ---:-.&.--.&. --...1 .&.L....- L.-1- --....11 .... _ 
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had chassed one of the cooks thmugh the restaurant with a meat cleaver . 
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could see smoke rising in the mountains and around the lake. The "High" Sheriff 
'\&ln.tllrl rn~i," •~irl~ ~nl'i An~••n.\1 ~~till ~nA +hA nAvt ,t~,, ~nn.thAt" \Ain.ltlri hn. In ~"+l"n in 
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another location. It v.;as not uncommon to find a worker \~lith a quart bettie, 'illhich 
ho u1n11iti l'nncnom.o. tiu•inn th.o. ti~u Thiet etfuffu1~et fr11i\l "iinuiti iinhtninn" 
••V •• ....,..,. ...... V"'••....,..,..•laV '-1..,.1 •••~ '-11._,. .,....,.~• • Ill"'...., .. .._ •• WW'W"' •• ..... ~ ••'1!W1'!11.4f ••~••'-1111·~ 

\I'Jith the Resort going strong, \Vith i59 cottages buiit and either on renta! or 
t'\l"l"llniori h\1 tho t'\\AinOrc:t tho nroc:tc:tllro nonl:lln tn huiiri lin fnr hnth ~ino ~nri t:'unii'O 
__ "" ............ -- -J -··- ---··-•'W't ..... _ '"""'·----·- --~-·· -- --··- ....... ,... ·-· ---·· --- -··- --···--. . . . . .. .. . .. . ~ .. .. .. . .. .. .. . .. .. . - .. . .. 
\Yno naa ceen \vcr=<=ng cay ana n!gnt to get tn!ngs to tn:s pc!n!. ::sut !Ots more 
needed to be done. Repairs to cott~ges, roads needing paving, decisions as to 
~ - - - • - - • •- - - - - + • •• - • -• - - ,. • •- - -- - - Ill - .. - - - - -· ,. - - - ·- - •• - •• ~ - - ~ • • • - • •- - - - .. •-open!ng 1ne secona srce or tne moun1a1n, neeo 1or cap!to! 10 con!tnue tne growtn, 
ni~n~ fnr ~ new ~fiverii~inn r:~mn~inn. efr:. etc: . 
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the oroaress. So. out of necessitv. some si:ock was offered io a seiected few 
• .., ~ ., ,r 

owners" Then these vwner-stuckhc·h:ters began tv question many decisions that 
had ali been handled uo to that ooint bv Joe. One maior decision was on the table . . ~ -



that could change the entire future fer the Resort. This became a real problem fer 
......... 

U'-'1ti"• 

The State road dept. had offered to take over responsibility for future roadlr!!Jork 
lnl'io uiin,.. ... ,..,, ... ,.. Thl~ ,.,...,j,; '"'"'"o +ho ,;ouoil"\nore> "' l'tro"'+ ,;o,.i ,..+ ,....,..nou h11f. ,;,.., ... ,.. 
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so ~·.;ouid require that a!i road \;·.rork on the mountain v.rouid require compliance v.rith 
;;;;.t~to ron••l~tinnc:: -·-·- . -~-·-··-· ·-· . . ... ... .. ... . . .. . -· . . . . ... . " .. . . ... . 

~ce re:t tna! !ne rea:_ ceaur; or : nuncerc1rc vtas :ts re:uctance to \·-::cen tne rcacs 
::11nn tn tliimin::11ttl tntl m::11nv trtltlc:: tlc::ntlri::lliiv nn tntl ::11c:: vtlt •mntlvtlinntln tl::llc::Ttlrn c::intl -··- -- -········-·- ···- ···--·~ -· ___ , --~--·-··~ -·· ···- -- ~ -- ----- .. ---~-- -----· .. ----· 
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~everar o\•Jners \•Jan!ec !D rmmec!a!ery !urn I! over !O !ne ~!a!e regarcress. 
Adam Green, the retired Sears executive who had buiit the iargest home and 
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manv sauabbies over smaii issues and offered to take over manaaement. Finaiiv. - I --.-- .... -- - - - - ----- - - - - -- -- -- - - - - - ~- - - - I' 
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of the new all steel homes being offered by US Steel Homes Ccrpcraticn. He had 
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minute responsibilities of the resort and had purchased a home site in Maryviile 
Tftnnftc_,.£!-"""-"""- -!!ihn••+ +l+h, I"'W'\ii"""-C!' -!~na•~'' +rni"'W'\ Th••nl"i.o.rhl•l"i rln.c_,..o. .o.nn111"1h +n nrn,,il'lft 
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easy access to the resort but aisc desirable fer geed schcc!s fer Bii! and a famiiy 
~hnnc::nhoro fnr tho f~n-aiiu .rturinn tho nff_c::o~c::nn 
..... Ill..,..,!" ............ .., .................. ~ _ ..... II I~ .I IV' ..,I • .., ........ ..,.., ••• -· ..... ··- -.. . .. . - . . . .. . -· ... . : na r1rst u~ :ltee: Home !n : ennessee \·:as t;U!CK!Y erectea. I rll'\ ~1'1'1'\ -!lrlrl 
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fnunn::lltinnc:: \Aitlrtl rtl::llnv ::11nn tntl tlntirtl hnmtl \AI::llilc:: rnnf truc::c::tlc:: finnr c::vc::ttlm ·--·--- ... ·-··- -·-·- ·---~ -··- ..... __ ....... _ ··-···-, -·-··-, ·--· .... _____ , ··--· -~- ... -... , 
• I I I • • • II I • • I I • I • • I I • • II I ,,-,:nco\•Js ana coors, :n!er:or \•Jaus, cao:nets, p:umo:ng anc ,_.,!r!ng a:reaay :nsrauec 

in the wa!i sections ami the entire kitchen with fui! kitchen cabinets and appiiances 
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within six weeks. The ho ••• e contained three bedrooms: two and a half baths with a 
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position at Thunderbird~ the ne"~.,- nome vias put on the market and quickly sold. 
I+ l"iil"i nn+ +~&,"' lnnn fnr +h"' .J~I"'W'\a,, +n l"i"'"'il"i"' +n I"'W'\"''"' h-!!i,..a, tn n"',..~•••r ~" ~ 
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building site '.a;as selected and another US Steal heme medal ._~;as ordered. It \~.tas 
tho fire>i' i-n ho huiii' in (~onrni~ Tho hnn-ao u•oni' un n11it'it'iu ~nt1 ino ~nrt hie> f~n-aiiu 
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moved to Decatur \-Vhere he became a r.ianagement Consuitant. 
mnntnc:: ntlTI'\rtl .lno rtlturnori tn lnunriornirri tn c::oo nn\AI tninnc:: \AIOrtl nninn H\1 Tnlc:: ···-·· ... ··- --·-·- --- ·- ... -···-- ... _ . ··-··--·-··- ·- --- ··-·· ······~- ··-·- ~-···~· _, ...... _ ... ... -· "' .. ,. . .. . . ... . ... . . . .. . 
t!me, tne ~tate nac taKen over, \•J!cenea tne ex!St!ng roacs ana '!!·as ousy tear!ng up 
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ortgtnauy roreseen oy.toe .. ueve1opmen! naa 5!0ppeo ano tne company was 
~imnsr hanknmt. A t:nmmith~P- nf r.nltanP- nwnP-rs nffP-rP-ri .inP- a f11ii naif inrP-fP-sr tn 
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